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John W, Berry House
leadow Road and Crane Avenue
Rutherford, Bergen County, New Jersey

Ovner: Charles Smithson

Date of Erection: 1804

Builder: John W, Berry

Present Condlition: Good

Number of Stories: Two

laterials of Construction: Foundation -~ brownstone

Exterior walls - brovunstone
up vo water table, brick above

Interior walls - plaster on
brick

Inside brick chimneys

Rool -~ gambrel

Historical Data:s

This house was bullt by John W, Derry a
Girect descendant of HMajor John Berry, Iajor Berry
purchased the strip of land uvpon vhiich 1t stands in
1670 and built his dwelling. The present structure
was attoched to the north end of the old Zerry
henmesteod whiech was torn dovn in 1629 to make way
for a2 new sitrects It remeined in the Berry family until
1890 when it was sold for taxes., The present owner, IKr, Smith-
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son, bought the house with ten acres of ground in
1928 Tor 2 consideration of ten thousand dollars,
The following year he decided to cut the propertiy
up In bullding lots, and at this time the older
house was torn Gowns

Captain Joln Berry later Liajor was the
first of his family in this countrye. ke cane from
the Island of Barbadoes and obltained a grant of
land in 1668 from Covernor Cﬂrteret This grant
included 2l1ll the land between the Haclkensack and
Saddle Hivers extending from the Sandford na?ent t
Crnerry IIill in Dergen County. He wnought other tre
of land including the one upon whiich This house wa
built. This tract rurchased in 14670 lay between the
Hackensaclk and Passalc Rivers, Berry aprlied the
nare New Sarbadoss to Lthe district, uhnck name it
still bears. This tract of land rerained in the
Derry foenlly from its yurchase in 1670 until 18¢€0,
In hisg day he was one of the most important men in
the colony. He served on the fovernor's Council for
several vears snd was acting Governor for a timey
besides this, he wag a member of the Coloniel Assembly,
Justice Lor Bergen County, and a Captain and later
In jor in the Iiilitia,
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